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Humane Education Department, Ext. 253 
humaneedu@placerspca.org  
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If the names Brandon, Allison, Katrina, Alyssa and Kobe sound familiar it is because this is not the first 
time they have been featured on our site.  Although we frequently hear from young people who need to 
complete community service and want to do something with the animals, it is very rare when young 
people just decide to help the animals because they care about homeless animals.   As rare as that is, 
these young people have been dedicated to helping the animals for more than two years . 
 
Brandon, Allison, Katrina, Alyssa and Kobe hand out flyers in their neighborhood letting their neighbors 
know they are looking for ways to raise money.  They participated in a neighborhood garage sale, 
collect recycling, sell lemons, do yard work, house and pet sit to raise money to help us care for the 
thousands of animals we receive each year.   
 
As you can see in the picture, once again their hard work has been extremely successful.  Last week 
they delivered lots of items along with a check for $370.00.   
 
These five young people working so hard to help animals for more than two years is one of the most 
extraordinary acts of philanthropy I have seen in over 12 years of working with youths.   The homeless 
animals at the Placer SPCA are extremely fortunate and grateful to have Brandon, Allison, Katrina, 
Alyssa and Kobe in their lives.   
 

THANK YOU!!  
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I have known Zoey since she was about nine years old.  Zoey participated in both our Humane Kids Camp and 
Youth for Animals Club.  Zoey, now 14 years old, wanted to earn her Silver Award for Girl Scouts.  It is an award 
that requires a lot of planning and hard work.  There was never a doubt in Zoey’s mind that her project would be 
something to benefit the homeless animals at the Placer SPCA.   
 
Zoey decided to host a big Halloween party for Juniors, Cadettes and Senior Scouts.  She asked those attending 
to bring gift cards that would be donated to the Placer SPCA.  In addition, she sent out a flyer to let everyone 
know that she was collecting items that the Placer SPCA needs to care for the thousands of animals they receive 
each year.   
 
Although, knowing Zoey, there was no doubt in my mind that her project would be successful, I was not prepared 
for how successful.  When Zoey and her Mom came to deliver the items they collected, their SUV was packed full 
of donations.  The animals were thrilled to get food, kitty litter, toys and treats along with lots of items for our 
critters, which we greatly needed.  
 
Amazingly, that wasn’t all. Because her Halloween party had 75% more registrations than budgeted she had an 
unexpected overage that she donated to the Placer SPCA. Between that and the gift cards collected at the 
Halloween party, Zoey donated almost $500.00 in cash and gift cards. Of course, when you add in all of the 
much needed items that she collected, it adds up to much more than that. 
 
I can’t imagine anything more rewarding for a Humane Educator than witnessing a young person, like Zoey, grow 
into a wonderfully caring teenager that not only has not forgotten about the homeless animals, but continues to 
work to make their lives better.  Needless to say, the animals at the Placer SPCA are very grateful for Zoey’s 

efforts, but even more importantly, we are all grateful there are caring young people like Zoey in our community.
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Brianna has been a friend to the animals at the Placer SPCA for years.  She has been a member of the 
Youth for Animals Club since she was nine years old and has also participated in our Humane Kids 
Camp summer program. 

Members of our Youth for Animals Club are required to complete two service projects per session.  Not 
only did Brianna always complete her required service projects, she usually did more than two projects.  
She was always looking for more ways to help the homeless animals.   

A couple of years ago Brianna decided to make cat and dog Christmas stockings for one of her 
projects.  When she brought them in they looked so great, we decided to sell them at the Placer 
SPCA’s Christmas open house.  The items were so popular, and Brianna was so happy that they sold 
so quickly, she decided to make them again for the next open house.  Once again, they were the hit of 
the store. 

Brianna is now 13 and “too old” to participate in the Youth for Animals Club but that didn’t stop her.  
Knowing how much everyone loved her work, she made more stockings.  They will be sold in our 
Christmas store again this year and all of the money raised will be used to help us continue to care for 
the homeless animals.  

The animals at the Placer SPCA have benefited from Brianna’s efforts for years, but fortunately for 
them, Brianna isn’t going away just because she turned 13.  Thankfully, Brianna is going to use 
everything she has learned the last few years to continue to help the homeless animals when she and 
her Mom start volunteering next month.   

Knowing Brianna as I do, our cats are very lucky to have someone so caring help make their lives 
better during, what we hope will be, a short stay with us.   
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Evan contacted me some time ago looking for an Eagle Scout project.  I receive a lot of calls from 
students and scouts that need to complete a service project.  As you can imagine all of these young 
people want to do a project that involves working with the animals.  Unfortunately, when they find out 
that service projects do not involve working with the animals, most of them go elsewhere.   

We are recognizing Evan as a Humane Hero for the Placer SPCA animals because he didn’t care that 
he was not going to pet cats or walk dogs for a service project, he just wanted to do whatever we 
needed to help us continue our work of caring for homeless animals.   

After meeting with Evan and discussing this project, he got to work obtaining the materials and help 
needed to make cat scratching posts.  When all was said and done, Evan made and donated 100 cat 
scratching posts.  His donation could not have come at a better time.  This has been a record year for 
us in terms of the number of homeless cats we have received.  As a result, all supplies are running low 
and we were down to only a few scratching posts when Evan brought in his donation. 

Everyone at the Placer SPCA, and especially the cats, owe a huge thank you to Evan for his 
willingness to do a much needed project on behalf of the homeless animals.  

 
 

 
 


